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real does the remark appear with which Douglas con-
cludes his review of the alleged miracles of the first
ages!   " I shall only add," he says,'-' that if ever there
were any accounts of miracles, which passed current
without being examined into at the first; publication,
and which consequently will not bear the test of the
third rule which I laid down in this treatise, this may
be affirmed of the miracles recorded by writers of the
fourth and fifth ages, when Christianity, now freed
from the terrors of persecution, and aided by civil magis-
trates, began to be corrupted by its credulous or ill-
designing professors, and the foundation was laid of
those inventions which have gathered like a snow-ball
in every succeeding age of superstitious ignorance, till
at last the sunshine of the Reformation began to melt
the monstrous heap."*"   Surely, if there are miracles
prominent above, others in those times, in that num-
ber ar^ the three which I have just specified; they
are great in themselves and in their fame.   What then
is meant by .saying that in Anus's death the Chufdi
was w aided by the civil magistrate ?"  or that she
was " freed from the terrors of persecution " when
Severus was restored to sight ?   or that the report
of the power of speaking given to Reparatus and
his brethren " passed current without being examined
iijto?"   But if these are true, why should not others
be. true als,o, whether at this day they have evidence
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